
This is a color copy of a Victory Mail, also commonly referred to 
as V-mail.  V-mail was a system employed during World War II, 
in which letters were systematically photographed and the resulting 
rolls of film shipped overseas.  Upon arrival the film would be 
developed and the image of the letter delivered to the recipient.  
This V-mail is tan in color with dark brown splotches of 
discoloration littered throughout its center.  The upper left corner 
has a stamped rectangular mark which reads “Passed by U.S. Army 
Examiner.”  To the right of the censor’s stamp is a large rectangle 
that reads, “To: June E. Guardia, Braceville, Illinois, U.S.A.”  The 
upper right corner reads, “From: Pvt. John W. McLuckie, Hdq. 
Btry. 977th F.A.B, APO 46490 P.M.N.Y, June 8, 1944.” Below, 
there is a page-break before the main body of the letter.  The body 
of the V-mail reads, “Dear Junie, Somewhere in Italy.  How are 
you today?  Still working hard at the old ammo plant?  I built a 
foxhole with some of those casings you make back there.  E.O.P. 
stamped all over the things.  Believe me when I say this, Italy, 
where we are now, is beautiful.  The scenery is nearly as good as 
back home.  Didn’t get much of a chance to see the big city.  
We’re moving too fast.  Maybe I’ll be home in a little while, I 
hope.  How are the dames? Still perkin’.  Don’t forget to dance one 
for me the next time you go.  How is the little blonde?  Did she get 
the flowers I sent her for her birthday?  I hope they arrived in time.  
How about writing once in a while.  My mail situation is getting 
weak.  So long for now.  Love, ‘Bill.’”  A black rectangle in the 
bottom center of the page reads, “Reply by V Mail,” in clear 
letters.  On each side of the rectangle the words, “Have you filled 
in complete address at top?,” appear in small uppercase letters.  
 


